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Californian artist Ed Templeton (born 1972) delivers up his diagnosis of the contemporary human

condition in a whirlwind of present-tense imagery, filtered through photographs, paintings and

drawings. Over the past decade and a half, Templeton has built an oeuvre that closely tracks his

day-to-day reality, recording life in the Southern Californian suburbs, his flawed family background,

his life as a professional skateboarder, his milieu, the relationship between the artist and his muse

(his wife Deanna) and much else. Templeton has also drawn deeply on artists such as Egon

Schiele, Balthus, David Hockney, Larry Clark and Nan Goldin; as with their work, what begins as a

very personal chronicle ultimately opens out onto grander horizons--in Templeton's case, a broad

meditation on the chaos and the joy of being human. The Cemetery of Reason is the first large

monographic museum publication devoted to Templeton's work. Presented as a mid-career

retrospective accompanying a spring 2010 exhibition at the S.M.A.K. (Stedelijk Museum voor

Actuele Kunst) in Ghent, Belgium, it combines and juxtaposes works in various media from the past

15 years with new works and series, all reproduced in 260 color images, thus providing the most

comprehensive overview of Templeton's work available.Born in 1972 and raised in the Orange

County suburb of Los Angeles, Ed Templeton is a professional skateboarder, co-editor of the arts

magazine ANP Quarterly, photographer and artist. His work was featured in the hugely successful

traveling show Beautiful Losers.
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Great book. A wide array of Templeton's artwork. Its refreshing to see an artist not confine

themselves to one look/medium. Its rad to see Ed's photos/artwork in museum setting as well.

Another great classic from Ed Templeton. Great photos, great art are beginning to end. You get a

picture from every art exhibition.

my son requested this book for xmas, unfortunately it arrived late... I guess he didn't think he was

going to get it! upon arrival he was over joyed and very excited!!
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